
 

 
 
 
 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ALIGOTE Early ripening and easier going than Chardonnay (though frequently 
grown together and blended), it yields a refreshingly crisp white wine. 

CHARDON-
NAY 

Small, round grapes with green skin yield a buttery, rich white wine or 
champagne with notes of peach, apple, pear, and tropical fruit. 

PINOT 
NOIR 

Tight clusters of round, purple-red fruit yield a rich, flavorful red wine. 
The famous wine of Burgundy, France, now famous in Oregon too. 

PINOT NOIR 
WADENSWIL 

High yielding, early ripening variety from Switzerland. Pinot fin type with 
high sugar content and rich flavor and color. Makes a high quality,        
delicious red wine. 

REISLING One of the hardiest of the white varieties, suitable for colder areas. Small, 
chartreuse fruits yield a classically floral, sweet, white wine. International 
favorite originating in Germany. 

PLANTING: Plant grapes at least 6-8 feet apart 
with 8-9 feet between rows in well-drained soil. Plant at 
the same depth as in the pot. Trim vine down to two      
remaining buds. 

CULTURE: Choose a site which is not in a frost 
pocket, and is parallel to the prevailing winds. Full sun is 

required to ripen the fruit, so rows are best oriented in a 
north/south direction. Grapes are adapted to a wide range of 

soil types, but do require good drainage. Water newly planted 
vines regularly (1-2 inches of water per week until mid-summer); 

mature vines are deeply rooted and require only occasional water. Watering 
prior to harvest will increase fruit size. Mulch once a year in spring with aged manure. 
Too much fertilizer will cause the flower buds to fall off. 

STAKING & PRUNING: Grapes are vigorous growers and need sturdy staking 
or an arbor to grow on. Pruning will depend on the individual needs of the plant and its 
location. Please visit our Information Desk for specific pruning information. 

Note: all our wine grape varieties this year are grafted. 
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Most of the “fine wines” in stores are made from European 
grapes (Vitis vinifera). Being from Mediterranean climates 
with cool, wet winters and warm, dry summers, these 
grapes tend to be very drought tolerant. 

Most table grapes in our climates are North American in 
origin (Vitis labrusca and hybrids); they grow in areas with 

frequent summer rain and higher humidity. Eastern North 
America is also home to a grape pest, a root louse called     

phylloxera. Because they co-evolved together, American grapes 
tend to be very tolerant of phylloxera and do not need to be     

grafted onto rootstocks. 
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3309 C 

• Most common rootstock in the Willamette Valley 

• Good drought tolerance 

• Devigorating (slower growth may aid in canopy 
management) 

• Overbears: fruit may need thinning 

• Advances maturity (perhaps a week) 

101-14M 

• Slightly better in damp/clay soils 

• Somewhat better in low fertility soil 

• Least devigorating of the major rootstocks 

• Advances maturity most (1-2 weeks) 

• Good ring nematode resistance 

• Less overbearing than many rootstocks 

Riparia Gloire 

• 3rd most common rootstock in Willamette Valley 

• Most devigorating rootstock 

• Advances maturity strongly (a week +) 

• Requires most thinning of fruit 

• NOT drought tolerant 

• Good for improving fruit quality on richer soils by 
limiting growth. 

In Oregon’s wine country phylloxera 
is now a fact of life. Few farmers, 
whose livelihood depends on the 
health of their vines, would invest the 
time and effort (usually 3-4 years) to 
establish a vineyard unless their plants 
were on grafted vines. Most grafted 
vines need supplemental watering to 
become established, and some root-
stocks in some soils will always        
require summer water. 

Homeowners in the heart of urban    
areas are less likely to see phylloxera 
outbreaks, so they may opt to plant 
more drought tolerant (and economi-
cal) own-rooted plants. Of course, 
there are no guarantees in nature; so 
many serious wine hobbyists choose 
grafted vines even if their setting is 
less prone to problems. 
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